
      

SWANZEY PLANNING BOARD MEETING  
October 24, 2019 

 

AGENDA 
                               

The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board will be held on Thursday, October 24, 
2019 at 6:00 p.m. at Whitcomb Hall, 17 Main Street, Swanzey. The agenda is as follows: 

 
A.   MINUTES of October 10, 2019 
 
B. APPLICATIONS. Upon a finding by the Planning Board that an application listed below 

meets the submission requirements of the Site Plan Review or Subdivision regulations, the 
Board will vote to accept the application as complete. A public hearing on the merits of the 
proposals may follow immediately; if not, a public hearing will be scheduled for a time and 
date certain.   

 
1. Site Plan Review - Pilgrim Pines Conference Center requests a Site Plan Review for 

the construction of a 384 square foot season cabin on the footprint of an existing 
campsite in the Pilgrim Pines campground located at 220 West Shore Road and 
shown at Tax Map 46, Lot 20. The subject property is located in the 
Rural/Agricultural District.  

 
C.   DISCUSSIONS/OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. 2020 Zoning Ordinance Amendment Calendar 

2. New Hampshire Housing Appeals Board (SB 306)   

3. Master Plan Community Survey Results  

 3.   Other business as may be required 
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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – October 10, 2019 

 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place at the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, West Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Richard 
Sainsbury, Jane Johnson, Michael York, Ruth Snyder, Alternate Steve Malone and Selectmen’s 
representative Ken Colby. The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the meeting.  
 
Absent:  none 
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler, Rob Kenney from Mt. 
Caesar Union Library, Wendy Pelletier from Cardinal Surveying 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Colby that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Johnson with no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from September 26, 2019 were considered. Motion was made by Colby to approve the 
minutes of September 26, 2019. There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury. All were in favor 
except Johnson who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Boundary Line Adjustment 
Boundary Line Adjustment between Tax Map 34, Lots 1 and 2 at 620 & 628 Old Homestead Highway (Town 
Hall and Mt. Caesar Union Library) in the Residence District. Bachler reported that the following process for 
this proposed Boundary Line Adjustment has been followed as required by RSA 41-14a: 

• August 22nd: Received Planning Board recommendation  
• September 9th: Received Conservation Commission recommendation 
• September 11th: Board of Selectmen held first 41-14a Public Hearing  
• September 25th: Board of Selectmen held second 41-14a Public Hearing  

 
Public Hearing opened at 6:02 pm 
 
Discussion: Pelletier explained the need for the boundary line adjustment between Town Hall and the 
library. She said the descriptions for the boundaries were based on things that no longer exist like a horse 
barn.  Pelletier displayed a plan with the changes proposed. Bachler said the Board of Selectmen voted to 
approve the transfer at their meeting on October 9th. Self asked about the septic system and was told the 
library has a separate septic system.  
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:04 pm 
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Motion was mad by Snyder to approve the boundary line adjustment between Tax Map 34, Lots 1 
and 2 at 628 Old Homestead Highway (Town Hall and Mt. Caesar Union Library) in the Residence 
District. There was a second by Self and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSIONS AND OTHER BUSINESS  
Moore Nanotechnology Systems Site Plan Approval Extension Request   
Bachler reminded the Board that the Planning Board approved a Site Plan Review application from Moore 
Nanotechnology Systems on December 13, 2018 for an approximate 21,800 square foot addition to their 
existing manufacturing facility at 230 Old Homestead Highway. Under the Planning Board’s Site Plan Review 
Regulations, active and substantial development of building is required to begin on the site within 12 
months after the date of approval.  
 
On September 25, 2019, Moore Nanotechnology Systems submitted a letter to the Town requesting that its 
Site Plan approval be extended through December 31, 2020 to allow additional time to commence on this 
project.  
 
Discussion: Page spoke about the business goal of the company, which is to increase employees and 
product.  He said they will need additional space to do so. Page said this is the type of business which the 
Town of Swanzey wants to encourage 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve an extension of an approval made on December 13, 2018 for 
Moore Nanotechnology Systems Site Plan to December 31, 2020, second by York with no further 
discussion. All were in favor Motion passed. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Master Plan update 
Bachler said 416 surveys were completed for the Master Plan update.  He said he could share the results 
with the Planning Board at their next meeting. He also noted that a kick-off meeting for introducing the 
idea of updating the master plan is scheduled. The meeting will introduce the community to what a master 
plan is and discuss the survey results.  Tuesday November 12th is a date for this meeting.  Bachler said he 
would send out more information to the Board. 
 
Scheduling issues 
Bachler noted that the second meeting scheduled for November falls on Thanksgiving Day, November 28th, 
and recommend the Board either cancel or select another date for meeting. 
 

Johnson moved to cancel the November 28th meeting and there was a second by Snyder. There was 
no further discussion and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
November 14 – Bachler informed the Board that he has a conference meeting on November 14, 2019 and 
asked for a meeting time of 7 pm in order to give him time to drive from the meeting to Whitcomb Hall for 
the Planning Board meeting.  Johnson said she didn’t mind starting in 7 pm. The Board agreed by 
consensus.  
 
Business opening 
Bachler said West LA Beer Company on Route 10 is opening on October 26th and members might want to 
attend. 
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Next Meeting:  October 24, 2019 at 6:00 pm 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury.  There was a second to the motion by Colby with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:13 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
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Memorandum – Office of Planning & Economic Development 

TO:  Planning Board 

FROM: Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 

DATE:  October 17, 2019  

RE:  Site Plan Review Application #19-010 
  Pilgrim Pines Conference Center – 220 West Shore Road (Map 46, Lot 20) 
 
Background:  

Pilgrim Pines is an existing camp and retreat center located along the northern and western shore 
of Swanzey Lake. The facility spans multiple properties and its operations include Camp 
Squanto, the Mayflower Family Camp, and a variety of retreat opportunities. Pilgrim Pines has 
submitted a Site Plan Review application to construct a seasonal cabin on the footprint of an 
existing campsite. A Site Plan Review application was approved in 2014 for the construction of 
two similar seasonal cabins on the property. The campground is located at 220 West Shore Road 
and is shown at Tax Map 46, Lot 20.  
 
The proposed cabin would measure 24 feet by 16 feet for an overall footprint of 384 square feet. 
The floor plan shows the cabin would have two bedrooms, a bathroom, and a kitchen. An 
attached 128 square foot deck is also proposed. Parking for the cabin would be provided directly 
in front of the building on the existing campsite footprint. The cabin would utilize the existing 
septic system that services the campground. In order to maintain current septic flows, Pilgrim 
Pines would eliminate two other campsites in the campground. Pilgrim Pines operates a Public 
Water System for the campground that is permitted and monitored by the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services.  
 
The campsite the cabin would be located on has dimensions of approximately 75 feet by 90 feet 
and the location is identified as “C17” on the attached map. The Pilgrim Pines campground 
facility currently has 8 existing cabins similar to what is proposed in this application, which are 
identified as “bunkhouses” on the attached map. The cabin would be used seasonally from 
Memorial Day through Labor Day.  
 
Legal Notices:   
The required notice was posted in three public places and on the Town’s website on October 7 
2019. Certified letters were also sent to abutting property owners on October 7, 2019. The legal 
notice for this application appeared in the Keene Sentinel on October 12, 2019. The application 
was sent to Department Heads on October 4, 2019.  
 
Upon a finding by the Board that the application meets the submission requirements of the Site 
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Plan Review regulations, the Board will vote to accept the application as complete. A public 
hearing on the merits of the proposal may follow immediately; if not, a public hearing will be 
scheduled for a time and date certain.   
 
Applicable Ordinances/Regulations:   
The subject property is located in the Rural/Agricultural District. This district requires a front 
setback of 30 feet and a setback of 20 feet from rear and side property lines. The campground is 
on a property of approximately 83 acres in size and the campsite where the cabin would be 
constructed is setback a significant distance from any property lines.  
 
The Site Plan Review regulations require the Planning Board to evaluate a proposed 
development from several perspectives, including parking and loading, access and traffic flow, 
lighting, storm water management, utilities, and architectural design. Staff has reviewed the 
submitted plans and offers the following observations: 

• The cabin would be accessed from an existing drive within the campground and 
sufficient parking could be provided on-site in front of the cabin.   
 

• The cabin would utilize the existing septic system and public water system at the 
campground. These systems are permitted and regulated by NH DES.  
 

• The cabin would have a consistent design with other cabins at the campground. A 
photograph on an existing cabin is provided as an attachment for reference.  

 
Department Head Review 
At this time, no comments or concerns have been provided by Town Department Heads in 
regards to this application.  
 
Staff Recommendation 
If the Planning Board votes to approve the proposed project, staff would recommend the 
approval be conditioned on final approval of the building plans by the Code Enforcement Officer 
and Fire Inspector.  

 
Attachments 

A. Site Plan Review Application 
B. Aerial Map and Tax Map 
C. Campground Map 
D. Site Photographs  
E. Building Plans 
F. Department Head Review Forms: Public Works, Police, Solid Waste 
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Memorandum – Office of Planning & Economic Development 

TO:  Planning Board 

FROM: Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 

DATE:  October 17, 2019  

RE:  2020 Zoning Ordinance Amendment Calendar 
 
Background 
 

The purpose of this memo is to provide the Planning Board with a timeline for Zoning Ordinance 
amendments to be considered at Town Meeting in March 2020. The Planning Board has been 
looking at several sections of the Zoning Ordinance where they may want to consider 
amendments that will be recommended at Town Meeting. The Board last reviewed these 
amendments at their meeting on August 22nd. The meeting packet and minutes are provided as an 
attachment for reference. In addition, the timeline below includes dates and deadlines for 
petitioned zoning amendments.  
 

• Monday, November 11, 2019: First day to accept petitioned zoning amendments  
• Wednesday, December 11, 2019: Last day to accept petitioned zoning amendments  
• Thursday, December 12, 2019: Recommended first Public Hearing for amendments 

proposed by the Planning Board  
• Thursday, December 26, 2019: Recommended second Public Hearing for amendments 

proposed by the Planning Board (if necessary)  
• Thursday, January 9, 2020: Recommended Public Hearing for petitioned amendments (if 

necessary) 
 
Attachments 
 

A. Planning Board Packet, August 22, 2019 
B. Planning Board Minutes, August 22, 2019 
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Memorandum – Office of Planning & Economic Development 

TO:  Planning Board 

FROM: Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 

DATE:  August 15, 2019  

RE:  Zoning Ordinance Amendments Discussion 
 
Background 
 

The Planning Board has been looking at several sections in the Zoning Ordinance where they 
may want to consider amendments to be recommended at Town Meeting in 2020. On August 8th, 
the Planning Board reviewed a first draft of the amendments. Minutes from the meeting are 
provided as an attachment.  
 
Based on the direction provided by the Board, the draft amendments have been revised. The 
following provides a summary of each of the sections of the Zoning Ordinance being reviewed 
and the proposed changes. The draft red-lined edits are provided in the attachments for review.  
 
Residential Accessory Building Setbacks 
A provision under Section III, Paragraph C (General Provisions Applicable to All Districts) has 
been added that would permit residential properties to have one storage shed up to 200 square 
feet in area located as close as 5 feet from the side or rear property line. Currently, these types of 
accessory structures must be at least 20 feet from the side or rear property line. Residential 
accessory buildings would still have to meet the front setback requirement. A Building Permit is 
not required for residential structures 200 square feet or less in size.  
 
The Planning Board reviewed the draft language for this change on August 8th and did not have 
any comments at that time.  
 
Business and Commercial/Industrial District Building Setbacks  
The front setback for the Business District and Commercial/Industrial District was revised so 
that only properties with frontage on Route 10 or Route 12 would need to meet the current 75-
foot setback requirement. Properties with frontage on all other public streets would have a 30-
foot front setback requirement.  
 
Based on feedback from the Board, the amendment has been updated to clarify that all properties 
with frontage on Route 10 or Route 12 would have a 75-foot setback from these roadways even 
if the property is a corner lot and the local street is being treated as the property’s front yard. This 
would ensure that a property could not claim the Route 10 or Route 12 side of the lot as a side 
yard, which only requires a 20-foot setback.  

http://www.town.swanzey.nh.us/
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Below is a list of the streets in the Business and Commercial/Industrial Districts that would be 
impacted by the change to a 30-foot front setback:  
 
Commercial/Industrial District  

 

Atwood Way Base Hill Road 
Ash Hill Road Forest Avenue 
Whitemore Farm Road Sawyers Crossing Road 
 
Business District  

 

Westport Village Road Pine Street 
Cobble Hill Road Old Homestead Highway 
Aylward Avenue South Winchester Street 
West Street Kempton Road 
California Street Base Hill Road 
Flat Roof Mill Road Sylvan Way 
Birch Road Grove Street 
Kershaw Road Walnut Place 
Park Street  
 
Expansion of Non-Conforming Structures and Buildings  
Section XI, Paragraph B (Nonconforming Buildings and Structures) was revised to include an 
exception that allows a legally nonconforming building or structure to expand provided that the 
expansion does not further encroach into the nonconforming direction of the existing structure. 
Expansion in a conforming direction would be permitted. Proposed additions that further 
encroach into a setback area would still require a variance.  
 
The Planning Board discussed including a provision that would prohibit an expansion from being 
closer to a property line than one-half of any setback requirement for the Zoning District that the 
property is located in. For example, if an owner was looking to expand a non-conforming single-
family home in the Residence District that is now setback 10 feet from the front property line, 
the expansion would need to be a minimum of 15 feet from the front property line (½ of the 30-
foot front setback requirement for the Residence District).  
 
Attachments 
 

A. Current Zoning Ordinance and Proposed Red-Lined Edits  
B. Town of Swanzey Zoning Map 
C. Planning Board Minutes, August 8, 2019 
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SECTION III 
GENERAL PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL DISTRICTS 

 
C.  Accessory Uses and Accessory Buildings. 
 

1.  Any accessory use or any accessory building which is customarily 
incidental to the principal use or building located on the same lot 
with the principal use or building shall be permitted in all Districts.   
 

2. Accessory uses shall not include the deposit or placing outside of any 
building any waste, refuse or ashes, or the storage of any gasoline or 
oils.  

  
3. For residential properties, one (1) single-story storage shed up to 

two-hundred (200) square feet in area that is exempt from the 
building permit requirements may be located up to five (5) feet from 
the side or rear property lines, but must still comply with front 
setback requirement. 
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SECTION V 
VILLAGE BUSINESS DISTRICTS I AND II USES 

AND BUSINESS DISTRICT USES 
 
B.  BUSINESS DISTRICT. 
 
 3.  All lots shall be of at least one (1) acre in size with one hundred 
twenty-five (125) foot frontage on a town or State maintained road.  The 
front setback for everything except buildings and structures is thirty (30) 
feet from the front property line.  For properties with frontage on NH Route 
10 or NH Route 12, allAll buildings and structures shall be located seventy-
five (75) feet from the front property right-of-way line.  For all frontages 
other than NH Route 10 or NH Route 12, all buildings and structures shall 
be located thirty (30) feet from the front property line.  The side and rear 
setbacks are twenty (20) feet from the side and rear property lines.  
(Amended March 11, 2008) 
 
 
 

SECTION VI 
COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL 

(Adopted March 13, 1990) 
 
  e.  SETBACKS 
 
   1)  All buildings or structures within this zone shall be 
located (1) at least seventy five (75) feet from the right-of-way of Route 10; 
(b) at least fifty (50) feet from the boundary line of any abutting residential 
dwelling; (c) at least seventy fivethirty (3075) feet from the right-of-way of 
any feeder road; and (d) at least twenty (20) feet from any other boundary.  
(Amended March 14, 2000; Amended March 11, 2008) 
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SECTION XI 
NON-CONFORMING USE, NON-CONFORMING BUILDING/STRUCTURE 

AND NON-CONFORMING LOT 
 
B.  Non-conforming Building/Non-conforming Structure:  A non-
conforming building or non-conforming structure may be continued 
indefinitely and may be repaired or remodeled subject to the following 
limitations: 
 
 1.  Restoration, reconstruction, alteration and/or replacement of 
nonconforming buildings/structures are allowed, provided that the cubic 
contents and the footprint of the original building/structure stays the same 
or smaller; any nonconforming buildings/structures that have been 
destroyed in whole or in part by fire, by other natural disaster, or by 
voluntary demolition may be replaced within one year of the damage or 
demolition in the same or smaller footprint and with the same or smaller 
cubic contents. 
 
 2.  The relocation on a lot of a structure that does not comply with 
the setback provisions is allowed provided the new location complies with 
the setback provisions.  
 
 3.   Existing legally nonconforming buildings or structures that have 
nonconforming setbacks may be enlarged or changed provided that the 
expansion does not further encroach into a setback, subject to the following:  
 
  a. In no case shall the expansion be closer to a property line 
than 1/2 (one-half) of any setback distance requirement for the Zoning 
District that the property is located in. 
 
(Adopted on March 9, 1999, Amended March 14, 2000; Amended March 13, 
2001; Section 1 deleted March 9, 2004; Amended March 10, 2009) 
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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – August 22, 2019 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, West Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Richard 
Sainsbury, Jane Johnson, and Michael York. The Chair took the roll and read aloud the agenda for the 
meeting.   
 
Absent:  Ruth Snyder, Selectmen’s Representative Ken Colby, Alternate Jim McConnell, Alternate Steve 
Malone 
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler 
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from August 8, 2019 were considered. Motion was made by Johnson to approve 
the minutes of August 8, 2019. There was a second to the motion by Self. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Zoning Ordinance Amendments 
Board discussed the following: 

• Residential Accessory Building Setbacks 
A provision under Section III, Paragraph C (General Provisions Applicable to All Districts) has been 
added that would permit residential properties to have one storage-shed up to 200 square feet in 
area located as close as 5 feet from the side or rear property line. 

• Business and Commercial/Industrial District Building Setbacks  
Based on feedback from the Board, the amendment has been updated to clarify that all properties 
with frontage on Route 10 or Route 12 would have a 75-foot setback from these roadways even if 
the property is a corner lot and the local street is being treated as the property’s front yard. This 
would ensure that a property could not claim the Route 10 or Route 12 side of the lot as a side 
yard, which only requires a 20-foot setback.  

• Expansion of Non-Conforming Structures and Buildings  
Section XI, Paragraph B (Nonconforming Buildings and Structures) was revised to include an 
exception that allows a legally nonconforming building or structure to expand provided that the 
expansion does not further encroach into the nonconforming direction of the existing structure. 
Expansion in a conforming direction would be permitted. Proposed additions that further encroach 
into a setback area would still require a variance.  
 
The Planning Board discussed including a provision that would prohibit an expansion from being 
closer to a property line than one-half of any setback requirement for the Zoning District that the 
property is located in. For example, if an owner was looking to expand a non-conforming single-
family home in the Residence District that is now setback 10 feet from the front property line, the 
expansion would need to be a minimum of 15 feet from the front property line (½ of the 30-foot 
front setback requirement for the Residence District).  
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Motion was made by Self that the Zoning Ordinance amendments proposed changes are 
acceptable as presented, second by York and no further discussion. All were in favor. 
Motion passed. 

 
Bachler spoke about the public hearing that will have to occur regarding the changes in the 
provisions and Page noted that the changes will only become law by a vote at Town Meeting. 

 
Town Hall/Mt. Caesar Union Library Boundary Line Adjustment 
The Board discussed the Possible Land Acquisition and Conveyance by Town Pursuant to RSA 41:14-a for a 
boundary line adjustment between Town Hall and Mt. Caesar Union Library. The proposal would impact the 
Library’s eastern and northern lot lines. Along the eastern property line, approximately 0.02 acres of land 
would be conveyed to the Town including a portion of land that the Town Hall septic system is currently 
located on. On the northern property line, approximately 0.04 acres of land would be conveyed to the 
Library including the embankment and a portion of the lawn area on the north side of the building. Bachler 
showed the Board members a drawing of the site and the location of the property lines. He noted the State 
of New Hampshire owns the property in front of the library.  He spoke about the reasons for needing to 
make the adjustments. The Board reviewed the property lines and had some questions which Bachler 
responded to. Bachler asked the Board to comment on the request.  
 

Motion was made by Self to recommend the boundary line adjustment between Town Hall and Mt. 
Caesar Union Library, seconded by Sainsbury, and all were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
There was a discussion about a public hearing for this purpose. 
 
Westport Village Road Status  
Bachler said Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin and Bachler did drive by the property and there were 
more unregistered vehicles on the property than are allowed and the Town will be establishing contact with 
a new owner.  
 
Sainsbury said it is distressing to see parts of cars and refrigerators and such on the property. Bachler said 
there is no commercial license for that property and staff will be following up. Sainsbury said these kinds of 
activity escalate over time if nothing is done to shut down the activity. Page said the Selectboard has to 
decide to spend some money to get legal assistance to enforce the law. Bachler said the first next step is to 
contact the owner to see if an accommodation can be made regarding the accumulation of parts and 
unregistered vehicles. Page recommended Sainsbury speak to the Selectmen to get enforcement of the 
law. 
 
Propane Tanks 
Johnson spoke about propane tanks collecting on a property in town.  
 
Next Meeting:  September 12, 2019  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Johnson.  There was a second to the motion by Self with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:36 p.m. 
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Memorandum – Office of Planning & Economic Development 

TO:  Planning Board 

FROM: Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 

DATE:  October 17, 2019 

RE:  New Hampshire Housing Appeals Board 
 
Background 
 

As part of the recent State budget agreement, funds were appropriated in June 2020 to establish a 
New Hampshire Housing Appeals Board. The legislative language that will create the Housing 
Appeal Board was Senate Bill 306 before it was approved as part of the budget agreement. A 
copy of SB 306 is provided as an attachment.  
 
The Housing Appeals Board will be able to hear appeals of decisions made by municipal boards, 
committees, and commissions regarding housing and housing development. This includes 
decisions made by the Planning Board. The principal purpose of this legislation is to provide 
homeowners, abutters, and developers with an alternative legal appeals process that is less 
expensive and more efficient than filing an appeal in the Superior Court.  
 
Below is a summary of the key provisions of the Housing Appeals Board legislation:  

• Composed of 3 members. At least 1 member must be an attorney licensed to practice law 
in New Hampshire and 1 member must be a professional engineer or land surveyor. 
 

• Members of the board will be appointed by the Supreme Court and commissioned by the 
Governor for 5-year terms.  

 

• Board will have the authority to hear and affirm, reverse, or modify in whole or in part 
appeals of final decisions of municipal boards, committees, and commissions regarding 
questions of housing and housing development, including but not limited to:  

o Planning Board decisions on subdivisions or site plans 
o ZBA decisions on variances, special exceptions, administrative appeals, and 

ordinance administration  
o Use of innovative land use controls 
o Growth management controls 
o Decisions of historic district commissions, heritage commissions, and 

conservation commissions  
o Municipal fees and permits applicable to housing and housing developments 

 

• Board shall have the authority to hear appeals of decisions of local land use boards 
regarding proposals for workforce housing, including whether the municipality’s land use 

http://www.town.swanzey.nh.us/
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regulations provide a reasonable opportunity for workforce housing development. 
 

• Appeals must be filed within 30 days of the final decision of a municipal board, 
committee, or commission. 
 

• An election by any party to bring an action before the Housing Appeals Board shall be 
deemed a waiver of any right to bring an action in the Superior Court. A party would still 
be able to appeal decisions of the Board to the Supreme Court.  

 

• In addition to attorneys, professional engineers, architects, and land surveyors may 
represent any party before the Board.  

 
The New Hampshire Municipal Association states that appeals to this Board may be less costly 
for a municipality to defend as compared to an appeal to Superior Court. However, since this 
appeals process would be more available, it may result in an increased number of appeals thus 
increasing the number of cases a municipality needs to defend and increasing legal expenses.  
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Memorandum – Office of Planning & Economic Development 

TO:  Planning Board 

FROM: Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 

DATE:  October 17, 2019 

RE:  Master Plan Update – Community Survey Results  
 
The Planning Board developed a community survey to assist the Board with the Master Plan 
update. The survey was made available online using the Survey Monkey platform. A link to the 
survey was publicized on the Town’s website and its Facebook page. Hard copies of the survey 
were also available at Town Hall. The survey was available to complete from July through the 
end of September. In total, there were 416 responses to the survey.  
 
I will provide copies of the survey results to Planning Board members at their meeting on 
October 24th. The survey results will be presented at a public meeting on the Master Plan update 
on November 12th as well.  

http://www.town.swanzey.nh.us/



